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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-4, 7, 37-40, 42, 45-47, 49, 50, 56-59 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dowling et al (7,248,239). 

• Dowling discloses a housing, the housing having (220)an outer surface at least a 
portion of which is illuminable by light (202a-g)transmitted through a translucent 
inner portion (col .3 lines 38-41 )of the housing that transmits light without 
permitting objects disposed behind it from being seen, (the translucent material 
suggests that items/objects located behind the material will not be seen)_wherein 
the housing encloses at least various internal components associated with the 
operation of the computing device; and an indicator assembly(204), wherein the 
indicator assembly indicates at least events associated with the computing 
device and produces at least a shaped indicator image at a specific small region 
of the illuminable portion of the outer surface of the housing when 
activated(summary of invention, col. 3 lines 38-64, col. 4 lines 25-27, col. 5 lines 
1 3-21 )) and eliminates the indicator image from the outer surface of the housing 
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when deactivated, and wherein the indicator assembly is not visible from outside 
the outer surface of the housing at least when deactivated(inherent), the indicator 
assembly including at least one light source capable of emitting light, and a light 
guide that directs light emitted from the at least one light source so as to 
illuminate a small region of an inner surface of the housing adjacent the specific 
small region of the outer surface of the housing in order to create the shaped 
indicator image at the specific small region of the outer surface of the housing, 
the area of the shaped indicator image being substantially smaller than the area 
of the extended surface(claims 25-26, col. 6 lines 1-26). 

• The light source includes an LED or a group of LEDs. 

• Wherein the light source includes a red, green, blue and white LED, the colored 
LEDs performing color mixing in order to affect the color of the indicator image. 

• With regards to the limitation "the light guide includes a light pipe for directing 
light to the part of the housing desired to be illuminated", the structure of the 
housing as recited in (col. 3lines 46-51) is considered to satisfy the limitation of 
light pipe since it performs the desired function of a light pipe. 

• a housing component that forms an extended outer surface of a housing of the 
computing device, the housing component having an outer surface at least a 
portion of which is illuminable by light transmitted through a translucentjnner 
portion of the housing component that transmits light without permitting objects 
disposed behind it from being seen; and an indictor that alerts a user to a 
particular status of the computing device, the indicator including a light source 
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and a light guide both of which are hidden from view from outside the housing 
and disposed inside the housing of the computing device, the light source when 
activated emits light into the light guide, the light guide directs the light emitted 
from the light source so as to illuminate a small region of the inner surface of the 
housing component in order to create a shaped indicator image at a specific 
small region of the illuminable portion of the outer surface of the housing 
component adjacent the small region of the inner surface, the area of the shaped 
indicator image being substantially smaller than the area of the extended outer 
surface of the housing( claims 1 ,4,5,6,10, 25) 

• Wherein the extended surface forms substantially the entire front surface of the 
housing of the computing device (200). 

• Only the specific small region of the outer surface of the housing component is 
capable of being illuminated when light is made incident on an inner surface of 
the housing component (claim 25). 

• a housing that serves to surround internal components associated with the 
operation of the computing device at a peripheral region thereof so as to cover 
and protect the internal components from adverse conditions and an indicator 
disposed internal of the housing and configured to illuminate a specific small 
portion of an external surface of the housing to form a shaped indicator image 
associated with an event of the computing device, the indicator image appearing 
on the external surface of the housing when the indicator is on, the indicator 
image disappearing from the external surface of the housing when the indicator 
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is off, wherein the indicator image is only formed at the external surface of the 
housing when the indicator is turned on, wherein only the housing is visible and 
there is no trace of the indicator on the external surface of the housing when the 
indicator is off, and wherein the indicator does not form substantial breaks, lines, 
pits, and protrusions in the external surface of the housing (200, claims 
1,4,5,6,10, 25). 
• Wherein the light source is a remote light source. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 51 -55 are allowed. 

4. Claims 6,41 ,43,44,48,60 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 39 and 58 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dowling et al. 
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Dowling discloses the claimed invention except for the recitation that the indicator image 
is a circle. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to make the indicator image(s) of Dowling into a circle shape, since 
it has been held by the courts that a change in shape or configuration, without any 
criticality, is nothing more than one of numerous shapes that one of ordinary skill in the 
art will find obvious to provide based on the suitability for the intended final application. 
See In re Dailey, 149 USPQ 47 (CCPA 1976). It appears that the disclosed device 
would perform equally well shaped as disclosed by Dowling. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ANABEL M. TON whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2382. The examiner can normally be reached on 08:00-16:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571) 272-2378. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Anabel M Ton 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2875 
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